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Jan De Vliegher is known for his paintings in which color and composition take precedent over 
subject matter. De Vliegher captures his subjects with vigorous yet controlled brushwork; 
working ‘alla prima’, wet paint on wet paint to achieve a sense of vitalized reality. Often using 
large brushes, even a broom can double as a painter’s brush, he applies the paint with skillful 
accuracy, limiting each and every stroke to match his intentions. The compilation of paint, 
forms, light, and shadows result in a perfect harmony of movement. The resulting effect is that 
his works appear to capture a moment in transition, a brief and fleeting moment in time.  
 
De Vliegher uses the photographic imagery as a starting point in his work. However, the 
paintings do not imitate, or mimic reality. De Vliegher attaches no importance to the narrative 
or anecdotic aspect but is constantly searching for universal situations. Ordinary objects and 
events from his own environment are captured on film, compositionally reorganized and 
transformed into a painting in surprisingly strong colors. He knows exactly how to convincingly 
paint an effect of light or darkness with a particular brush technique, or how to suggest a 
specific material. The thick paint texture gives his work a sensual touch. 
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